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Many artists have hopes that their creations will become well known. Sut
sometimes a work of art achieves greater recognition than the artist might have
ever imagined. And in the case of Gilbert Stuart and George Washington, a woik
of art may not even be completed but still inspire people long afterward.

Stuart was a painter whe lived from 1755 to 1828. He was known for both bis
talent as a painter and his charm as a person. He painted the portraits of
approximately 1,000 people during his lifetime. Many distinguished and famous
people sat for a portrait with him. Bub instead of making his subjects sit
perfectly still, as was commonly practiced at the time, Stuart engaged them in
interesting conversation. He wanted his subjects to feel at ease in order to
capture their most natural expression and pose. Only then would Stuart paint
the person.

One of Stuart’s aspirations was to paint George Washington. Their meeting was
not easy to arrange, but Stuart eventually got the opportunity in 1796, Stuart
had a difficult Gme getting Washington to be comfortable. The president finally
relaxed when Stuart began to taik about horses. This was one of Washington's
favorite topics., The men chatted while Stuart painted the then 64-year-old
president. Their time together was limited, however.

The result was a portrait of just Washington's
head and shoulders. The reascns why Stuart
never finished the rest of the portralt are
unceriain. What is known is that the bottom
and left parts of the canvas remained bare,
and Stuart persuaded Washington to et him
keep the original. Stuart made and sold
multiple copies of the portrait in his
lifetime—a common practice in the days
before cameras.

Even unfinished, Stuart’s original portrait is
considered the definitive representation of
George Washington. People have always
believed that the portrait fruly captures this
great man’s presence. The image was used
on the dollar bill beginning.in 1869 and has
been featured there ever since. This means

just about everyone in the United States has Stuart’s Portrait of
seen this work of art. While it is an amazing George Washington

portrait, surely even Stuart would be amazed
by its lasting popularity.

® Gilbert Stuart/CORBIS
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1. B. R. Tolkien is best known for the world of fantasy he created in the novel
The Hobbit and the trilogy The Lord of the Rings. Yet for Tolkien, one important
work remained unfinished at his death in 1873, This book was The Silmarillion.

Tollkden's novels are based in a ficiional world. In that world creatures such as
cives and dwarves coexist with erdinary human beings. The Sifmariilion can be
thought of as a prequel to The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings. It 1s an account
of the history of this fantasy word before The Hobbit takes place. This history
talls about when the villain of that world battled heroes to claim possession of
jewels called Silmaritli.

But the story of how The Silmarilfion was created may be just as interesting as
the story told on its pages. Tt was Toikien’s first and last work. He began
working on it in 1917 and continued adding to it and revising it for about

56 years. Tolkien was unable to complete the work before he died, so his son
Christopher tock on the challenge of finishing it. Tolkien had amassed many
writings he wished to include in the book. Christopher thought, however, that
presenting all the material would lead only to confusion for the reader, so he
decided to select and arrange the pieces that together would create the most
complete and understandable history of this fantasy world.

To accomplish this task, Christopher enlisted the ald of a friend. Guy Gavriel Kay
had always been interested in writing, particularly fantasy. He worked on The
Silmarillion with Christopher for approximately a year. This assignment changed
Kay's life, and he eventually became a best-selling fantasy writer himself, Kay's
work on The Silmarillion undoubtedly provided training and valuable experience
on his journey to become an author

The published version of The Silmarillion has five parts, which was what Tolkien
wanted. But the parts had not been put together as a whole when Christopher
took on the work after his father died. Some stories required organizing, and
some parts were still incomplete and needed finishing.

The Silmarillion was published in 1977 to mixed reviews. Some people believed
it was too different from what they had come to expect from Tolkien’s writing. Ik
had a grim mood and a complicated plot. Others were impressed with the
masterful editing Tolkien’s son had done. They knew that Christopher had
started the task with many incomplete pieces. After The Silmarillion, Christopher
published more of his father’s unfinished writings, including a children’s story
and a poem about King Arthur. Their publication allowed still more of

1. R. R. Tolkien's fantasies to be shared with devoted readers around the world.

Third party trademarks The Hobbit®, The Lord of the Rings® and The Silmariliion® were used in these testing materials.




Use "George Washington's Portrait” (p. 11) to answer questions 1418,
Then fill in the answers on your answer document.

which words from paragraph 2 help the reader undersitand the meaning of engaged?

1

charm as a person

Ly

sal for @ portrait

-

practiced at the time

S

interesting conversation

Paragraph 2 is mainly about the —
A method Stuart used when he was painting portraifs
nurnber of portraits Stuart painted during his lifetime

reason Stuart wanted to paint poriraits of famous people

90w

popularity of the portraits Stuart painted during his lifetime

2, The reader can conclude from the information in paragraph 3 that Stuart —

F worried that his portrait would not please Washington
& was determined to create a portrait of Washington
§

H was nervous in the presence of Washinglon

3 shared similar interests with Washington

Reading
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The author includes the details i paragraph 5 most iikely o

& explain why this particular portrait of Washington is so weil known

B express regret that the painting of Washington became famous only after Stuart’s death

¢ demonstrate that Washington was an important figure in history

D emphasize that most of Washington's portraits were left unfinished

Reading
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What is the best summary of the selection?

F

In 1796 painter Giltbert Stuart had the opportunity to paént a poriralt of George
Washington. It had been difficult to arrange time for the two men o get together, While
Stuart painted Washington, the two men talked about horses.

The most famous portrait of George Washington was painted by Gilbert Stuart, who lived
from 1755 to 1828. Stuart painted portraits of other famous people as well. He never
finished his portrait of Washington, but Stuart kept the original and sold copies of it
anyway.

An accomplished painter who completed hundreds of portraits, Gilbert Stuart fived frem

" 1755 to 1828. Stuart wanted the subjects of his poriraits to feel relaxed so that he could

create a porirait of them that locked natural. One of Stuari’s most famous paintings is a
portrait of President George Washington.

During his career Gilbert Stuart painted portraits of many famous people, including
George Washington. Although Stuart was unable to compiete a portrait of Washington
during the time they had together in 1796, the work became the most popular portrait of
Washington ever painied.




tise “The Story Behind The Silmarillion™ {(p. 12) to answer guestions
Then fill in the answers on your answer document,

Q Read this information about the origin of the word amass.

from the Latin a- + massare, meaning “to form a
bump”

This information helps the reader understand that amassed in paragiaph 3 means —
A searched for

B shared with a group

. gathered together

D stored’in a safe place

By using a problem-and-solution organizational patiern in paragraphs 3 through 5, the author
of the selection is able to —

= demonstrate that Tolkien needed help completing his book and describe how only certain
parts of his story were used

G show that Christopher needed to work with another author and tell how he was abie o
persuade his friend to work with him

H highlight that Christopher had trouble deciding which of his father’s writings to include in
the book and identify how he made his choices

3 emphasize that Tolkien could not finish his hook and explain how Christopher's efforts led
to the completion and publication of the work
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Based on the E.nformatéon in peragraph 3, the reader can conclude that Christopher —
& had littde prior experience writing books

8 rried to include alternate endings in the book

C  encountered many challenges while organizing the bock

B

planned to publish more than one book of his father’s work

& According to the selection, why did Christopher decide not to include aill his father's wrilings in
The Silmarillion?

¥ He believed they would cause the reader to become very confused.
G He worried that some of the ideas would be unfamiliar to the reader.
i

He planned to create a different ending for the story.

Lt

He wanted the final book to have only five parts.

Reading
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Which septence best shows the suthor of the seiection’s attitude toward the writing of The
Silmariffion?

A The Silmarillion can be thought of as a preque! fo The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings.

B8 But the story of how The Silmariilion was created may be just as inferesting as the siory
fold on its pages.

T Kay’s work on The Silmarilliion undoubtedly provided training and valuable experience on
his journey to become an author.

0 The Silmarillion was published fn 1977 to mixed reviews.

i, What makes The ‘Sitmariilion unigue among Tolkien's writings?
£ The story takes place in an imaginary land.
G It was the only piece of wiiting published after his death.
H The story includes fictional creatures and humans.

1 1t was both the first and last beok he ever worked on.

Reading
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Use "George Washington’s Porfrait” and "The Story Behind The

Silmarilfion” to answer questions Then fill in the answers on your

answer document.

/7] Read this sentence from paragraph 5 of “George Washington’s Portrait.”

Peopie have always believed that the portrait
truly captures this great man’s presence.

Which sentence from the second selection shows that Tolkien's The Silmarilliion was not as
well received?

A

B

It is an account of the history of this fantasy world before The Hobbit takes place.

Some stories required organizing, and some parts were still incomplete and needed
finishing.

Some people believed it was [oo different from what they frad corne to expect from

Tolkien’s writing.

They knew that Christopher had started the task with many Incomplete preces.
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One similarity between painter Gilbert Stuart and author J. R. R. Tolkien is that both men —

were accomplished in their field of creative art
spent several decades working on a single project
needed the assistance of another person to complete their work

were known for their interest in having conversations with others




Ore difference bebween the portrait and the book discussed in the selections is that —

A coples of the incomplete portrait were soid, but the boolk was sold only after it was
completed

B few people saw the portrait while Stuart was alive, but many saw the book manuscript
while Tolkien was alive

©  Stuart did not prepare before he painted his portrait, but Tolkien spent fime preparing to
write his book

o the porirait was not considered Stuart’s best work, but the book was considered Tolkien's
masterpiece

.

In what way are the portrait of George Washington and the book The Siimasiifion stmilar?

£ FEach earned a great amount of money for its creator.

G Fach remained incomplete at the time of its creator’s death.

(4 Each was included in a larger body of work that its creator had made.
1 'Each required that people other than its creator work on it

L
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