
 

 
 

Literary Terms 
 

1. allusion - a reference within a literary text to person, place, or event outside the  

                   story (usually referring to something or someone well-known or famous) 

 

           Example:  Tommy is the Michael Jordan of our team.  (famous person) 

            Helps the reader understand that Tommy is a great player and the star of the team. 

       

      That building looks as tall as the Eiffel Tower!   (famous place)   

      Helps the reader understand how large the building is. 
                                        

 

2. characterization – there are two ways in which the author reveals character traits to the reader: 

 

Direct characterization:  the author directly tells or states the traits of the character 

      OR 

Indirect characterization: the author shows the traits of a character through his words, actions, 

or through other characters 

 
 

3. dialect- a way a person talks that identifies them as part of a group or from a particular place 

                   may include specific vocabulary, grammar, or accent. 
 

 

4.  dynamic character- a character who  grows and changes during a story. 

 

             Example:  In A Christmas Carol, at the beginning of the story Ebenezer Scrooge is mean,  

                              heartless, and stingy, but by the end of the story he has changed and is kind,  

                              happy, and generous. 

 

 

5.  figurative language- language that is not meant to be taken literally or word for word.  You    

                  must go beyond the dictionary meaning of the words to understand the meaning of  

                  figurative language.  Similes, metaphors, personifications and hyperboles are all types  

                  of figurative language. 

 

  Example:  The hyperbole “It’s raining cats and dogs” does NOT mean that kitties and  

                                       puppies are falling from the sky; go beyond the dictionary meaning to  

                                       understand that the phrase means that it is raining very hard. 

 
 

6.  hyperbole- an exaggerated expression not meant to be taken literally. 

                     

                         Example:  It took me forever to finish my homework last night! 

 
 

7.  irony-  refers to the technique of implying something very different from what one is  

                actually saying; expecting one thing but getting the opposite. 

 

  Example:  A professional scuba diver drowns in a bathtub. 

                                 A thief’s home is robbed while he is out stealing. 

  
 



8.  metaphor- a comparison between two unlike things that does NOT contain “like or as.” 

 

                 Example:  Sally was a beautiful rose in her pink dress. 
 

 

9. personification- a figure of speech in which human qualities are attributed to an non- human object. 
 

  Example:  The wind whispered and cried in my ears. 

 

 

10.  point of view – the perspective from which a story is told 

   

                1
st
 person – the narrator is a character in the story; narrator uses 1

st
 person pronouns 

                                                      (I, me, my, mine, we, us, etc) 

The advantage of this point of view is that you get to hear the thoughts of the narrator and see the                            

world depicted in the story through his or her eyes. 

 

  3
rd

 person – the narrator is outside the story; this point of view is that of an outsider  

                                 looking at the action.  Narrator uses 3
rd

 person pronouns:  he, she, they, etc. 

   

                Third-person differs from first-person because the author's voice, not the  character's voice, is  

               what you hear in the descriptive passages. 

 

 

11.  simile- a comparison between two unlike things that does contain “like or as”. 

 

Example:  Sally was like a beautiful in her pink dress. 

 

 

12.   static character – a character who remains the same and does not change throughout the  story. 

 

  Example: In Cinderella, she is kind, good, and caring at the beginning of the story and  

                                     is still so at the end.  She does not change. 

              
             

 13.  stereotype- to think of a group in a too-simple, general  way by not considering individual 

                         differences.  Unfairly labeling a group of people based on the traits/actions                                         

                         of a few. 

 

  Example:  All girls like to shop.   All boys love to play sports. 

 

 

14.  symbol- a person, place, object, or event that stands for some abstract idea. 

 

  Example:  a heart symbolizes love,  an owl symbolizes wisdom 
 

 

15.  theme- the central idea or main message, the lesson the author wants the reader to learn 

 
 

16.  tone- the attitude or feeling toward the subject expressed in a work such as joyful, sad, scary,      

                 suspenseful, serious, playful etc.   

 



 


