Plot Triangle/Story Map
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1.  exposition

Story Elements
Fill in the blanks as we discuss.
1.  The _______________________________ has three parts.
 A.   establishes the________________________: time and place (where and when)
             B.   introduces the characters: this is called_____________________________:  the way the author tells the reader what a character is like; his/her appearance, personality, actions,   etc.

           *___________________________________:  the central character of the story who is 

     trying to overcome some problem   (good guy)
   *___________________________________:  the problem the protagonist is trying to        

     overcome, may be a character or force  (bad guy)
 There are two ways of showing characterization:

    _________________   __________________: the author directly tells the reader what the 

   character is like.

  Example:  Harry Potter is a brave boy with black hair, green eyes, and a scar on his forehead.

   _________________ ____________________: the author shows the reader what a character is 

   like through actions and thoughts
Example:  Harry frees Dobie from his cruel master.  ( We are shown that Harry is kind and caring by his actions)
C. introduces the____________________:  this is the problem or struggle of the main character 

     There are two categories of conflict:      
______________  ________________:  struggle/problem is within a character; problem is inside
            character vs self  = person against him/herself

        _______________  ________________: struggle/problem is outside the character
character vs character = person against person

character vs nature = person against a force of nature
character vs technology = person against an aspect of technology
character vs society = person against laws or beliefs
2. _________________ ________________:  the conflict becomes more of a problem; situations  

         arise to cause more conflicts for the character;  ____________________occur within the conflict.

                     This is the majority of the story;  almost all the events that happen.
3.  _____________________:  the high point of the plot where the most intense part of the story happens; everything in the story is leading up to this point.  It is the “Oh, I get it” moment of the story… you can begin to see how the story will end; the climax is almost always near the end of the  story.
Example:  the princess is saved; the bad guys are caught, the children are rescued, the storm ends
4.  ________________ _______________:  events move toward the ending.  You begin to see a solution to the conflict taking shape.  Everything between the climax and the resolution is the falling action.  Not every story has falling action.
Example:  In Scooby-Doo, after catching the “monster,”  Velma explains how and why he/she did the crime.
5. __________________________:  the ending:  the problem is resolved; sometimes also called denouement

Example:  …and they lived happily ever after.
6.  ____________________:  the lesson or message conveyed by the                                                                                    story, sometimes referred to as the moral of the story; what the author                                                           wants you to learn from the story.  Theme is a life lesson that can 
         apply to anyone.
