
     SAT  Vocabulary #4   Words 31-40 
31.  coerce (v.) – to persuade or make an unwilling person do something by using force or 

threats.   They coerced him into signing the document.        

Example: Bullies will sometimes coerce their victims in to doing their homework or giving them 
money. 

Write your own sentence using the word:  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

32.  decipher (v.) – to solve or figure out a puzzle; translate; untangle 

Example:  It took countless years to decipher what the ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics mean. 

Example:  Scientists are still trying to decipher what the significance of Stonehenge is.   

Example:  As a teacher, it is hard for me to decipher students’ handwriting when they write in 
chicken scratch!  

Write your own sentence using the word:  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

33.   despondent (adj.) – feeling or showing profound hopelessness, dejection, discouragement,     
or gloom; in low spirits: despondent about failing health.         

 Example:  The family became extremely despondent when they heard that their beloved dog  
had to be put down.        

Write your own sentence using the word:  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

34.  detrimental (adj.) – damaging; harmful 

Example: Eating excessively and not exercising enough is detrimental to your health. 

Write your own sentence using the word:   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 Related word: detriment (n.) 



 

35. deviate (v.) – to do something that is different from what is usual or expected; to depart from 
an established course, route, or norm; detour (often followed by from). 

Example:  If we deviate from the plan, we may get into trouble.  

Write your own sentence using the word:   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

36.  diplomacy (n.) – skill in dealing with others without causing bad feelings or hostility; tact: 
Dealing with people from other cultures often calls for considerable diplomacy.      

 Example: We should focus on solving the world’s problems with diplomacy, not through 
violence, hatred, and war.  

Write your own sentence using the word:   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

37. disclose (v.) – to make known; reveal or uncover: to disclose a secret       

Example: The judges will not disclose the names of the winners until the awards ceremony.  

Write your own sentence using the word:   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  38.  elicit (v.) – to draw or bring out, bring or call forth; evoke: to elicit the truth or response, etc. 

  Example: Beyoncé announcing her pregnancy onstage at the VMA’s elicited a strong response 
from the crowd and made her the most Tweeted about star in history! 

Write your own sentence using the word:   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

39. embellish (v.) – to make something more appealing, decorative, or attractive by adding 
special details and features; to enhance a statement or narrative with fictitious (false) 
additions.        

Example: My dad has been known to embellish his stories so that the minnow he caught 
somehow becomes a fierce shark! 

 Example:  I love to embellish my house with accent pieces, such as pillows, candles, and bright 
colors.  

Write your own sentence using the word:   

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

40. emulate (v.) – to copy; imitate with effort to equal or surpass: to emulate one's sports heroes 

 Example: We tend to emulate the actions and personalities of our friends, which is why it’s so 
important to choose them wisely!  

Write your own sentence using the word:  
______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 


