
 

 

 

                  Literary Terms  

1. figurative language- language that is not meant to be taken literally or word 
for word. You must go beyond the dictionary meaning of the words to 
understand the meaning of figurative language. Similes, metaphors, 
personifications and hyperboles are all types of figurative language.  

 
2. hyperbole- an exaggerated expression not meant to be taken literally.  

     Example: hyperbole - It took me forever to finish my homework last night!  

 

3. simile- a comparison between two unlike things that does contain “like or as.” 

    Example: Sally was like a beautiful rose in her pink dress.  

 

4. metaphor- a comparison between two unlike things that does NOT contain 
“like or as.” 

     Example: Sally was a beautiful rose in her pink dress.  

 

5. personification- a figure of speech in which human qualities are attributed to 
a non- human object.  

     Example: The wind whispered and cried in my ears.  

 

 



6.  point of view – the perspective from which a story is told.  

7.  1st person point of view– the   narrator is a character in the story; narrator     
uses 1st person pronouns  I, me, my, mine, we, us when referring to 
him/herself  

       The advantage of this point of view is that you get to hear the thoughts of  
the narrator and see the world depicted in the story through his or her eyes.  

 8.  3rd person point of view – the narrator is outside the story; this point of 
view is that of an outsider looking at the action. Narrator uses 3rd person 
pronouns: he, she, they, etc. when referring to the narrator of the story 

    Third-person differs from first-person because the author's voice, not the 
character's voice, is what you hear in the descriptive passages.  

9. symbolism- a person, place, object, or event that stands for some abstract   
idea.  

       Example: a heart symbolizes love, an owl symbolizes wisdom  

10. theme- the central idea or main message, the lesson the author wants the 
reader to learn  

	


