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Guided Reading

Read this selection. Than answer the QUestéons that follow.
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Uniform Styie

A student wrote this letter fo the ediior of her local
nawspaper In it, she argues in favor of students wearing
uniforms in public schools.

Why are more and more public schools in the United
Staies considering uniforms? “it's the whole issue of
setting a tone for the day,” says Mary Marguez, an

. elementary school principal in a California schoct district

that recently made uniforms mandatory. “When students
are in their uniforms, they know they are going to school
to learn, not going outside to play.”

if dressing in the latest fashions makes kids feel hip
and cool, does wearing & school uniform make them
feel more like serious students? Many teachers and
principals say yes. They believe that uniforms encourage
their students 1o live up to higher standards and that
they promote school spirit, discipline, and academic
excellence.

But what about the right to md:vrduahty oré
expression? That's what some civil ibertigs! experts are
concerned about, and many students and parents agree.
Some have even gone so far as to bring lawsuits against
schools that won't let students wear what they like.

HOOTS AND AFFIXES
Understanding word
parts can heip you figure
out word meanings. In
paragraph 1, the word
mandatory is formed
frorm the word mandaie,
meaning “cemmand?” The
suffix ~ory means “of or
relating o Mandatory
means “required.”
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ELEMENTS OF
PERSUASIVE TEXT

in paragraph 3, the author
describes an opposing
viewpoint on the issue of
scheol uniforms. Compare
the reasons supporting
this claim {that students
should not have to wear
uniforms) with the reazons
supporting the author's
claim.
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Still, many parenis, tired of spending money monih
after month to buy trendy clothing for their chiidren, are
only too pleased o have uniforms setile the question
once and for all: Many students also welcome an end
to clothing compeiiti'on ‘v dom’t worry about what | wear

inine mOming, says a IWG!V@‘}’E&F oid uniform wearer.
“Tinet Qllp on the clotheg " Studenis from \_:n__‘rea!jth}: \Fam;hes

Pojeda

no longer show off their expensive clothes at school,
and students who can't afford them won't face being
teased about the way they dress. Of course, buying

.schoo! uniforms can be hard on the pocketbook as well,

However, a number of schools have started programs 10
help parents pay for tham.

Some of the statements made by supporters. of. -
,unn‘orms may seem exaggerated—ior- example, how '

could réquiring students to dress alike make public
schools safer? But there are logical arguments to back
up this claim. Fights are less likely o break out over a
leather jacket or a- $150 pair of sneakers if noofie is
wear;ng ‘such items to school. Those who don’t beiong
on school grounds stand out among s‘tudents Wearing
schooi unlforms

“In one Califorria district, statistics tell the story:

‘School crime went down 36 percent after students

began weanng uniforms. Fighting dropped 51 percent.

) and vandalism 18 percent. Other districts that began
_requiring uniforms report simitar. improvements.

In public school disir'icts across the country, the jury
is still out on the guestion of school uniforms. But with
so many possible benefits for our own school, | say, why
not give uniforms a try? '
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PERSUASIVE TECHNIQUE
A testimonial is a
persuasive technigue
that relies on the opinion
of & well-known person,
an expert, or a satisfied
customer. In paragraph 4,
the auihor provides the
testimonial of a student
who supports school
uniforms.
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FAULTY REASONING
Exaggeration is an
exampie of faully
reasoning that weakens
an argument. in paragraph
5, the author admits that
some of the claims made
about uniforms do seem
exaggerated. However, the
author provides evidence
in paragraphs 5 and 6 to
support the claims about
safety.
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5 The supporting evidence the author
provides in paragraph 6 is best
described as —

A a testimonial
B a set of statisiics
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6 Which of the following best describas
’ihe overall structure of the texa?

- The author provides a series of
strong reasons for adopting schoo!
uniforms, then proposes that her .
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G The author claims that her schoal
should adopt a uniform policy, then
gives reasons.

H The author provides a fairly equal
number of views for and against
uniforms, then gives her own view.

4 The author explores the pros and
cons of uniforms but does not put
forward a proposal.
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Use “Uniform Style” (pp. 33-34) to answer questions 1-8.

1 Which of the following best describes 2 Which of the following best summarizes
the persuasive technique used in : the reasoning provided in paragraph 3
paragraph 17 for the opposing point of view?

A The author relies on the festimonial F Students have a right to decide what
of a school principal who supports they want o wear.
uniforms. ‘ G Many parenis think that school

B The author suggests ihat readers uniforms are a cause for concern.
should be angry about ‘ H Schools have bean challenged in
underperforming schools. court over the issue of uniforms.

T The author reasons that all schools J  Civil liberties expearts feel that
should require uniiorms because uniforms make it hard for students

others do. : o communicate.

- 3 The author exaggerates the effect o
school uniforms have in helping
students focus on their schoolwork.

3 Read the jollowing dictionary entry. 4 The reésoning in paragraph 4 supports
' : the conctusion that uniforms —

expression \ik sprésh” am 7. ‘
1. communication in words, art, music,
or movement 2. a particular phrase or

are uncomfortable for many students
G are more expensive than other

saying 3. a facial look that conveys a clothes ' )

feeling 4. the act of pressing or H promote a sense of equality among

squeezing out - studenis

' - J encourage mare parents to get

VWhat is the definition of expression as it is involved in their children’s schaools
used in paragraph 37
A Definition 1
B Definition 2
C Definition 3
D Definition 4
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