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Directions: 

• Underline action verbs twice. 
 
Example:  We ate cheese and crackers after dinner. 
 
 

1. The new governor spoke at the banquet. 
 
 

2. The parachutist jumped from the plane.       
 
 

3. I selected two new colors for the walls. 
 
 

4. He has two new puppies. 

5. Clara Barton helped many soldiers during the Civil War.  

6. Shannon always wears funny hats to class.  

• A verb is one of the most important parts of the sentence. 
 

• It tells what the subject of the sentence is doing. 
The cat runs.  What did the cat do?  Run! 
 

• A verb that shows action is called an action verb.  
                       

1) An action verb can be physical: 
            run/ran,  jump/jumped,  sing/sang,  dance/danced,  walk/walked,                    
                                write/wrote,  own/owned,   have/had 
 

2) An action verb can be mental 
            think/thought,  wonder/wondered,  worry/worried,  believe/believed 
 

3) An action verb is something you can do. 
 



7.  A tall lady stood in the entryway. 

8. Rick caught a rat in the basement.  

9.  I have a quiz and a test in math. 

10.   Before the thunderstorm, the sky darkened with clouds. 
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Underline the linking verbs in the following sentences. 

Example:   Rita is an artist. 
 

                                  
                 The patient became sleepy. 
 
 
 
1. The players seem nervous about the game.  

2.  That movie was quite exciting!   

Some verbs don’t show action; these are verbs of being often called linking 
verbs.    Common linking verbs include: 
 
        am       is  are was      were        become       seem  
                             be*           being*       been*       (*require helping verbs) 
  
Linking verbs link –or connect—a noun near the beginning of the sentence to a 
word(s) near the end of the sentence that identifies or describes it. 
 
             The puppy is cute.    The verb “is” links the noun puppy to cute. 
 
      The girls were close friends.   The verb “were” links the noun girls to friends. 
 
        A linking verb is like a bridge connecting words before and after it. 



3.  I am a relative of the senator. 

4.  Mr. Davis and Ms. Jones are farmers in the Midwest.  

5. John became impatient after five minutes.  

6. Many students were unhappy with the scores of the test.  

7. The large crowd was noisy at the game.  

8.  Laura seems confident about that decision.  

9. That actress is famous for those unusual hats.  

10.  Many people are late for class. 

In “The Circuit” find and list 10 different action verbs. 

1. _____________________________   2. ____________________________   

3. ______________________________  4. ____________________________ 

5. ______________________________   6. ____________________________ 

     7. _____________________________   8. ____________________________ 

     9. _____________________________  10. ___________________________ 

In “The Circuit” find and list 6 different linking verbs. 

1. _____________________________   2. ____________________________   

3. ______________________________  4. ____________________________ 

5. ______________________________   6. ____________________________ 

 

 



 
 


